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The Gentile Missionary / Evangelist
The Apostle Paul – Acts 9:1-16
Introduction:

Other passages in Acts which report the conversion of Saul/Paul: Acts 22:5-16 -- Acts 26: 12-18
If you had seen the early church in the time of Acts 9:1-2, you would not give that group of believers much chance of survival. But there is going to be a subtraction from the bad guys and an addition to the good guys.
They Baptized Jesse Taylor in Cedar Creek Last Sunday. Jesus gained a soul and Satan lost a good right arm.

I. The Plan before Saul’s Conversion – 9:1-3a
A. His Hatred – 9:1a
 “Then ﻿﻿Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord,”
Birth – Beliefs --- Background made confrontation inevitable!

Jesus claimed to be the Son of God. That’s Blasphemy!

But in Philippians 2:5-11 Paul says, He was hanged on a tree. So He is cursed (Deut 21:23) And in Galatians 6:14 God forbid that I should boast, except in the cross of Christ
He had confidence in the flesh: circumcised the 8th day; stock of Israel; tribe of Benjamin; a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the Law faultless, a Pharisee (Philippians 3) But “what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ.”
B. His Haste – 9:1b-3a


1. His Initiative – 9:1b-2
“…he went to the high priest ﻿and asked ﻿﻿letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any who were of the Way, whether men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.”
Not every Jew did this; Saul was more zealous than his contemporaries. He had harassed Christians in Judea. Some had scattered too many places, (8:1) maybe as far as Damascus; there was a large Jewish Community there. He received not only papers, but the manpower to do the job. Saul was determined to stamp it out.

Luke refers to Christianity as “the Way” (19:9, 23; 22:4; 24:14, 22) -- John 14:6

2. His Intention – 9:3a
﻿ “﻿﻿As he journeyed he came near Damascus…”
Damascus is the oldest continuously inhabited city in the world. (200 miles from Jerusalem) Abraham’s servant Eliezer was from Damascus. 
No one could reason with him – no mere man, that is. But, Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity.
II. The Pattern of Saul’s Conversion – 9:3b-9

A. The Miraculous Revelation – 9:3a-5
1. The Light that Shined – 9:3b
“and suddenly a light shone around him from heaven.”
There have been many attempts to explain away this miracle.
· Epilepsy – Spurgeon said, “Oh blessed Epilepsy”
· Light reflecting from a metal roof.
· Sunstroke – this one is true, but they misspelled it.
2. The Lord who Shouted – 9:4-5

﻿“Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, ﻿﻿why are you persecuting Me?” And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” Then the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.” -- [“﻿﻿It is hard for you to kick against the goads.”]

Saul is no Ethiopian Eunuch that can be handled by a deacon. He is no Cornelius that can be handled by an Apostle. This one has to be handled by the risen Lord, Himself.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
But, in a sense, in every case we are up against the arch-enemy of God, the devil. We must depend upon The Holy Spirit, the One Who regenerates. 
“Saul, you don’t believe in the resurrection of Jesus? Well, here I am.” This is not from Saul’s own mind; it was the farthest thing from his mind. This was Divine revelation.
This teaches the unity of the Body of Christ, the Church. What happens to anyone, happens to everyone. Later, Paul, the Apostle, in order to stress this unity, will use the analogy of the human body -- I Cor. 12:20
“But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.”

“that there should be no ﻿﻿division in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another. And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.
[“It is hard for you to kick against the goads.”] -- Some MMS omit this sentence here. But it is in Acts 26:14

B. The Momentous Revolution – 9:6-9
1. Jesus is Sovereign – 9:6-7
a. How the Lord Changed Him – 9:6
﻿“So he, trembling and astonished, said, “Lord, what do You want me to do?” Then the Lord said to him, “Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 

“Lord” κύριε ,  at the very least, it is a term of respect. Not just, “sir”
He is recognizing Him as the risen Lord, Saul says, “Lord, what do You want me to do?” If Saul was not a believer at that point, what would Jesus tell him to do? 

b. How the Lord Chose Him – 9:7

﻿And ﻿﻿the men who journeyed with him stood speechless,

And ﻿﻿the men who journeyed with him stood speechless,

Acts 9:7 – “hearing a voice but seeing no one.”
Acts 9:7 – “ἀκούοντες φωνῆς” = to hear the sound  

       ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Acts 22:9 – “ἤκουσαν φωνὴν”  = to understand the words
Acts 22:9 – “but they did not hear the voice.”

2. Jesus Is Sufficient – 9.8-9
a. While Walking in the Light – 9.8
“Then Saul arose from the ground, and when his eyes were opened he saw no one. But they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus.”
In II Sam. 1:20 David laments the fall of another Saul, King Saul of Israel. ﻿﻿He said, “How the mighty have fallen!”
These words fit in this case as well. Saul of Tarsus, probably named after King Saul. But this Saul would rise again in the power of the risen Lord.
b. While waiting in the dark – 9.9

 “And he was three days without sight, and neither ate nor drank.”
What did he do during that time? (Verse 11 says that he was praying, as well as fasting and waiting.)
His new master had told him to wait for further orders.
III. The Purpose of Saul’s Conversion – 9:10-16


A. Ananias is Called – 9:10
 “Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus ﻿﻿named Ananias; and to him the Lord said in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 
Here is a simple servant of God. You have heard of the Apostle Paul.

Humanly speaking: What would Paul be without Ananias? -- His response sounds like Isaiah 6, “Her am I, send me”
Ananias walks on stage, does his seemingly bit-part and walks off. His first command is to “get up and go.”
B. Ananias Is Commanded – 9:11-12

1. Where to Go – 9:11

“So the Lord said to him, “Arise and go to the street called Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for one called Saul ﻿﻿of Tarsus, for behold, he is praying.”
The directions are simple: Straight Street, It’s the main street, even today. The house of Judas, ask for Saul of Tarsus.
2. What to Do – 9:12

﻿﻿ “And in a vision he has seen a man named Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him, so that he might receive his sight.”
Suppose he had said, “Lord, send someone else.” 
What would the Lord answer?
But I have already told him that you are coming!


Ananias didn’t say that, but he did have a problem.
C. Ananias is Convinced– 9:13-16

1. His Objection was Voiced 

a. He had Heard of Saul’s Destruction – 9:13 
“Then Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, ﻿﻿how much ﻿﻿harm he has done to Your saints in Jerusalem.”
Did Ananias think that Jesus didn’t know what Saul had been doing in Judea. 
b. He had heard of Saul’s determination – 9:14
﻿“And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all ﻿﻿who call on Your name.” 

How about what he was planning to do in Damascus? If he remains blind we’ll have a chance.
2. His Objection was Vetoed – 9:15-16
a. Saul had been Chosen for Service – 9:15
﻿“But the Lord said to him, “Go, for ﻿﻿he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before ﻿﻿Gentiles, ﻿﻿kings, and the ﻿﻿children ﻿﻿of Israel. 

· Saul was already a chosen vessel. (Gal.1:15)
· He was set apart from his mother’s womb,
· Called by the grace of God, to reveal his Son in me.
Everything in Saul’s life was preparation.
 A Hebrew family with Roman citizenship
    A city with great schools of learning


Greek language, learning and logic

    Synagogue with knowledge of the Scriptures


Training as a rabbi with knowledge of the Mishna





    Hatred of Christ and the church.
All of this made up this special man, Saul of Tarsus. There was no other man like Saul. He will take the Gospel where others can’t go.
And there is no other person like you -- wherever you are in life, young or old, rich or poor, male or female, red-yellow-black-or white.
b. Saul had been Chosen for Suffering – 9:16

“For ﻿﻿I will show him how many things he must suffer for My ﻿﻿name’s sake.” 
His life won’t be easy. He will suffer far more physically than those he had persecuted. In 2 Corinthians 11:23f, he writes:
“Are they ministers of Christ?—I speak as a fool—I am more: ﻿﻿in labors more abundant, ﻿﻿in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, ﻿﻿in deaths often. From the Jews five times I received ﻿﻿forty ﻿﻿stripes minus one. Three times I was ﻿﻿beaten with rods; ﻿﻿once I was stoned; three times I ﻿﻿was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep; in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, ﻿﻿in perils of my own countrymen, ﻿﻿in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; ﻿in weariness and toil, ﻿﻿in sleeplessness often, ﻿﻿in hunger and thirst, in ﻿﻿fastings often, in cold and nakedness— ﻿
He will have the care of the churches,
“besides the other things, what comes upon me daily: ﻿﻿my deep concern for all the churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to stumble, and I do not burn with indignation? 

